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NOAA
PREDICTS 
The U.S. National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA) 
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cane season. Page 3.
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DUTCH SPEND
227M EUROS 
In Dutch total the ministries spent 
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PARTIES
REGISTER
The Electoral Council is calling on all 
political parties that have not yet reg-
istered to participate in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections to do so as 
soon as possible. Page 3.

THAI ARMY TAKES OVER, P. 31
Far Right
Suffers
Dutch
Surprise
Page 26

By Judy H. Fitzpatrick

PHILIPSBURG--St. Dominic 
Primary School pupil Naisha 
Lalwani and Sr. Magda Primary 
School pupil Xavier Tjon Jaw 
Chong tied for the top spot in the 
country in the Foundation-Based 
Examinations (FBE) Exit Exami-
nations with an 86 per cent over-
all pass rate. Lalwani and Chong 
both accumulated 274 out of a 
possible 320 marks in the exams.
  St. Dominic pupil Brandon 
Fitzpatrick topped the country 

From left (top): Naisha Lalwani, Xavier Tjon Jaw Chong, Brandon Fitzpatrick, David Beek, Victoria Anneke 
Dieneke Deuzeman; (bottom) Aryan Hunduja, Mahima Panjwani, Dhruv Sagre, Nigel Adriana Javier and 
Xavier Doelmoengin. Not pictured is Jhohana Richardson.

in two of the four subjects writ-
ten in the exams, according to 
the offi cial exam results from the 
Division of Exams. Fitzpatrick 
secured 96 per cent pass rate in 
Math and 96 per cent pass rate 
(48 out of a possible 50 points) in 
General Knowledge. He scored 
100 per cent in Social Studies, 
one of the subjects under Gen-
eral Knowledge.
  Chong topped the country in the 
Dutch subject with 90 per cent 
(81 out of a possible 90 points); 
while Nigel Adriana of Methodist 
Agogic Centre (MAC) Browlia F. 
Maillard campus, Aryan Hunduja 
of St. Dominic Primary and Da-
vid Beek of MAC Reverend John 

A. Gumbs Campus jointly topped 
the country in English with all 
three receiving 93 per cent (84 
out of a possible 90 marks).
  Education Minister Patricia 
Lourens-Philip commended 
all the top performers on their 
achievement and congratulated 
their teachers and parents also for 
their hard work. She singled out 
students Lalwani and Chong for 
topping the country in the overall 
exams as well as Fitzpatrick for 
topping the country in two of the 
four subject areas written. 
  This is the second year that pu-
pils of all primary schools in St. 
Maarten have written one stand-
ard exam, which is similar to what 
is called the common entrance 
exam in a number of other coun-
tries in the Caribbean. The exam 
determines placement in high 
school.

Continued on page 8

PHILIPSBURG--Members of the 
fi rst ever, three-day-long Kingdom 
Youth Parliament (KYP) presented 
the conclusions of debates, as well 
as their plan of action to Her Royal 
Highness (HRH) Princess Beatrix 
in the presence of her entourage 
and various Kingdom Government 
offi cials at the University of St. 
Maarten on Thursday. 

  “You can still feel the temperature 
from the heated debates,” joked 
host Roderik van Grieken.
  Proposals presented were the 
launching of a “Kingdom Youth 
Channel,” pushing collaboration 
between Dutch and Dutch-Carib-
bean institutions of higher educa-
tion, and facilitating studies in the 

Continued on page 9

MAHO--Two days of committee 
meetings of the Latin American 
Parliament Parlatino opened at 
Sonesta Maho Beach Resort and 
Casino on Thursday morning. 
The opening saw low attendance 
by local Members of Parliament.
  President of Parliament Gracita 
Arrindell declared the sessions 
open in the presence of some 30 
of the more than 75 delegates 
expected from the Parlatino 
countries Argentina, Aruba, Bo-
livia, Curaçao, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Venezuela, Cuba, Paraguay, the 
Dominican Republic and St. 
Maarten. The Mexican delega-
tion arrived later in the day due 
to fl ight connections.
  Arrindell highlighted the role 
St. Maarten could play as a hub 
to the rest of the world to and 
for Latin America due to the is-
land’s geographic location in the 
Caribbean. She noted that mem-
bership in Parlatino provided the 
country with a way to profi le it-
self in Latin America and farther 
afi eld. “While we have ties to our 
mother country [the Netherlands 

– Ed.], we have connections to 
Latin America.”
  The only St. Maarten represen-
tatives present until the end of the 
opening ceremony were indepen-
dent (former National Alliance 
(NA)) Members of Parliament 
Frans Richardson and Dr. Lloyd 
Richardson, and Arrindell of the 
United People’s (UP) party. NA 
Parliamentarian Louie Laveist, a 
member of the Parlatino energy 
and mines committee, did not at-
tend the meeting due to illness.
  Representing St. Maarten on 
the three Parlatino committees, 
but not present for the opening 
session were Democratic Party 
(DP) MP Leroy de Weever, MP 
William Marlin (NA), and inde-
pendent (former NA) MP Patrick 
Illidge, among others.
  St. Maarten is the host of the 
sessions for the fi rst time since 
becoming a member of Parlatino. 
In the past, the country was asso-
ciated with Parlatino via the then-
Netherlands Antilles and the last 
sessions held here under that 

Continued on page 10

~ Brandon Fitzpatrick tops in Math, General Knowledge ~

~ Low attendance by local MPs ~


